
Watercolour Background with Reactive Ink Pads
A PROJECT FROM OUR LIVE SHOW  -  CREATE AND CRAFT SHOW 12TH JAN  -  10 JANUARY 2023

THE FINISHED PROJECT

ABOUT THIS PROJECT

Create stunning watercolour backgrounds using 

water-reactive ink pads in vibrant blues, pinks, coral, 

and lime green. This technique demonstrates how 

spraying water onto stamped patterns creates 

beautiful organic textures and flowing colour 

gradients. The result is a collection of artistic strips 

with unique watercolour effects, perfect for card 

making and mixed media projects.

From the show: Create and Craft Show 12th JAN

Shown: 10 January 2023

The project starts: 35:45 into the show

In this guide: 6 steps, a photo for every step

WATCH IT ON THE SHOW

STEP BY STEP

1
STEP 1 OF 6

Apply blue ink directly onto white card stock using light tapping 
motions with the ink pad. Build up the colour by applying multiple 

layers in different areas to create variation in tone and texture.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  36:00
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2
STEP 2 OF 6

Allow the ink to dry slightly so the colours begin to lighten 
naturally. The blue, brown, pink and black ink strokes will fade as they 

dry on the white card.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  36:30

3
STEP 3 OF 6

Spray water generously onto your hand to create a large puddle. 
Get plenty of water on so you'll see the texture you're wanting.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  38:15

4
STEP 4 OF 6

Apply water to the inked card using a water-soaked hand or spray 
bottle to activate the reactive ink. Create a puddle of water on the 

surface to allow the colours to blend and react together.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  38:30
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5
STEP 5 OF 6

Wet the stamped areas with plenty of water using a wet wipe or 
damp cloth. Watch as the colours pull out to lighter shades, creating 

texture and movement across the card.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  39:00

6
STEP 6 OF 6

Gently dab the watercoloured paper with tissue to remove excess water 

and help blend the colours together for a smooth finish.

WATCH THIS STEP  -  39:30

TIPS FROM THE SHOW

• The ink pads are water reactive like no other and create beautiful textured effects when water is 

applied.

• A little ink goes a long way with these pads, so use light taps rather than heavy pressure.

COMING UP LIVE ON HOW TO CRAFT NETWORK

Hobbymaker TV
SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER
4pm UK  /  11am EASTERN  /  8am PACIFIC

WATCH FREE ON MY TELLY
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MORE FROM THIS SHOW

FULL SHOW

Watch the full show: Create and
Craft Show 12th JAN

WATCH NOW >

SAME SHOW

White Ink Stamping on Black Card

FREE GUIDE >

Monochromatic Grey Floral Card
with Black Accents

FREE GUIDE >

?
STUCK ON A STEP? ASK TONI
Ask Toni on our website about any project, product or technique from the show.

MORE FREE STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES
1,278 projects from our live shows,
every step photographed.

SEE THEM ALL
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