
General Chestnut Layered Stencil Card with Stamp
5 SEPTEMBER 2025

Create a beautifully layered festive card featuring 
a charming nutcracker soldier character. Using 
five coordinating stencils and detailed stamping, 
you'll build rich dimensional colour through 
careful layering of bronze, gold and neutral 
tones. This elegant Christmas card showcases 
intricate detail and sophisticated stencilling 
techniques for a truly special handmade greeting.
From our live show ONE DAY SPECIAL - Join 
Toni for her brand new CHRISTMAS LAUNCH 
- Broadcast 5th September 2025 (5 September 
2025) - watch it from 1:16:15.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED

• Stamps By Me Stamp, Stencil & Die Set - 
General Chestnut - 141224C

STEP 1

Take a white card blank and position stencil 
number one at the edge of the card, lining it 
up carefully.
Watch this step: 1:17:30 into the show

STEP 2

Position the stencil over your white card 
base. Apply Distress Ink through the stencil 
using a sponge dauber, starting with lighter 
colours and building up to darker tones for depth.
Watch this step: 1:18:00 into the show

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/how-to-guides
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g213-finished-3578a9.jpg
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g213-1-5022ca.jpg
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g213-2-5022ca.jpg


STEP 3

Remove the first stencil 
and position stencil 
number three over the 
stamped image. Apply a 
medium brown Distress Ink 
through the stencil to add the 
next layer of detail to the 
chestnut design.
Watch this step: 1:19:45 into 
the show

STEP 4

Use stencil number four 
and press darker ink 
through the design to build 
depth and variation in the 
chestnut tones. Apply the 
ink with a light touch to create 
subtle shading.
Watch this step: 1:20:30 into 
the show

STEP 5

Continue layering the 
stencils, applying each 
numbered layer in 
sequence to build up the 
complete General Chestnut 
character design. Press 
firmly to ensure clean, crisp 
images with each application.
Watch this step: 1:21:00 into 
the show

STEP 6

Line up the coordinating 
General Chestnut stamp 
over the stencilled image. 
Ink the stamp with black ink 
pad, ensuring even coverage 
across the detailed design.
Watch this step: 1:24:00 into 
the show

STEP 7

Press the nutcracker stamp 
firmly onto the white card 
panel to add fine detail and 
definition to the character. 
Ensure the stamp is aligned 
with the stencilled image 
beneath.
Watch this step: 1:24:30 into 
the show

STEP 8

Carefully remove the stamp 
from the card to reveal the 
detailed nutcracker image. 
Admire the layered effect 
created by combining the 
gold and silver stencilling with 
the stamped design.
Watch this step: 1:25:00 into 
the show
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STEP 9

Use the coordinating 
outline die to cut out the 
stamped General Chestnut 
character, creating a 
finished embellishment 
ready to use on your card.
Watch this step: 1:26:00 into 
the show

STEP 10

TIPS FROM THE SHOW
• You can use one ink pad 
and vary the pressure from 
light to dark rather than 
using multiple colours.
• Line up stencils at the 
edge of the card rather 
than using the heart 
registration marks for 
easier alignment.
• The Acorn Versafine ink 
in brown would look 
particularly striking with 
this design.

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/show-guide-images/g213-9-a93f85.jpg
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https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/tv-schedule


PRODUCTS USED

Inspiration with out frustration - we have carefully curated all of the products used in this project to assist you 
in your creative journey. Click on the product images to find their availability from Stamps By Me.

STAMPS BY ME STAMP, STENCIL & 
DIE SET - GENERAL CHESTNUT - 
141224c

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.eu/product/stamps-by-me-stamp-stencil--die-set---general-chestnut---141224c
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/video/one-day-special---join-toni-for-her-brand-new-launch---broadcast-3rd-october-2025


MORE INSPIRATION

Looking for more ideas using this product? Here's a selection of gallery makes, videos and guides featuring 
it from across the site - click any image to see it in full.

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/search?sbm=only&seach_type_products=yes&q=dye+inks
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.co.uk/unique-stamps/stamps-by-me-lamination-


VIDEOS

Watch the full show: ONE DAY 
SPECIAL - Join Toni for her brand new 
CHRISTMAS LAUNCH - Broadcast 5th 
September 2025

MORE HOW TO GUIDES JUST FOR YOU

Oak Slice Embossed Ornament

https://www.howtocraftnetwork.eu/my-telly-ondemand?id=1030&t=4575
https://www.howtocraftnetwork.eu/show-guide?id=214
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